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Hi friends!

If you're like me, you've fallen in love with Godly Play. You love the way it nurtures

children's innate spirituality and encourages them to find their own meaning - and

their own experiences- in the sacred stories of the Bible. 

As I shared Jerome Berryman's beautifully written stories with children year after

year, I found myself wishing there were more stories available. So as a writer and

minister to children, I wrote ten more myself, and I offer them to you to use

however you like. Know that they are told in my interpretation of the style of Godly

Play, but have not been approved or sanctioned by the good folks at the Godly Play

Foundation. We find them useful at my church, and I hope your children will enjoy

them too. 

You'll also find within these pages control cards which show the materials I use

along with the scripts. I've found these materials in hobby and craft stores, fabric

stores, and in my own messy storage closets at church. 

Blessings to you as you serve our generous God of Wonder! 

Love, Becky Ramsey  
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Moses: The Beginning

Notes about materials:

The chain came from a hardware store where they cut it

for me. All other materials came from a craft store,

including the burning bush, which is a tree sold as scenery

for a train set. (I just added gold and red and yellow paint

on the tips for fire.) Because the bush was delicate, I put it

inside a clear plastic box sold for displaying baseballs kept

as souvenirs.

Watch where I go. Everyone needs to be ready. 

Retrieve story basket from its place on the shelves. 

Last week we talked about Joseph, Jacob’s son. Do you remember how his brothers

sold him and he became a slave in Egypt? Maybe you recall how the King of Egypt

had dreams that he didn’t understand, and Joseph helped the king know what his

dreams meant. Joseph did many good and important things. He forgave his

brothers for selling him into slavery, and he helped the People of God. 

Unroll first part of the underlay. 

After many years, a new Pharaoh (king) ruled. He didn’t remember what Joseph

had done for Egypt. All of the People of God in Egypt became slaves. They were

trapped and could not go home. 

Put down chain, letting it thud onto the felt. 

There were so many of the People of God in Egypt that the Pharaoh was afraid they

would take his kingdom away from him, so he said that all the baby boys had to be

killed. 
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One of the mothers made a basket of bulrushes woven together and hid her baby in

the basket. She put the basket in the reeds by the Nile. 

Place Baby Moses in the basket on the underlay. Slowly cover it with the green reeds. 

The baby’s sister Miriam hid and watched her little baby brother. She saw the

daughter of the Pharaoh come to the river to bathe. The daughter of the Pharaoh

found the basket and said that she wanted to raise the baby as her own son. Miriam

told her that she knew a woman who could help her take care of the baby. (It was

the baby’s mother.) The Pharaoh’s daughter thought this was a good idea. She

named the baby Moses and raised him in the palace as a prince. 

When Moses was a young man, he saw an Egyptian beating one of the People of

God. Moses grew angry and killed him. Then he ran away into the desert. 

Moses stayed with the family of Jethro. He married Zepporah, one of Jethro’s

daughters, and became a shepherd. He lived there for forty years. 

Place the shepherd’s crook on the underlay. 

One day while Moses was taking care of Jethro’s sheep, he took them to the

mountain of God, Mt. Horeb, which is also called Sinai. Suddenly he saw a bush that

was burning, but it did not burn up. 

Place the burning bush on the underlay. Put Moses beside it. 

God spoke to Moses from the burning bush. God told Moses that he could hear the

cries of the People of God in Egypt. Moses was to go to the Pharaoh and get him to

set the people free. 

Moses said, “But who am I to do such a thing?” 

God said, “I will be with you.” 

“What is your name?” Moses asked. 

“My name is Yahweh.” God said. “I am who I am.” 

“Can’t you send someone else?” said Moses. 

“Aaron, your brother, will go with you. He will speak for you.”  

Put Aaron on the underlay beside Moses. 

So Moses got ready to go talk with the Pharaoh about letting the People of God go

free. 

Wondering Questions 

I wonder what was your favorite part of today’s story? 

I wonder what was the most important part? 

I wonder if Moses ever made bad choices. (Allow children to respond.) I wonder if

God can use people who sometimes make mistakes. 

I wonder how Moses felt when God told him that God wanted Moses to set the

people free from slavery. 

I wonder what Moses did to get ready to speak to the Pharaoh about setting the

people free. 
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The Psalms

Notes About Materials

The shepherd's staff I cut from fun foam, as I did the

crown. The harp I ordered off of Amazon. The book of

Psalms comes from the Godly Play Bible library set-

but you could paint a block and write "The Psalms" on

it. I made my teenage son and his friends pose for the

different emotions. (He complained but I'm pretty

sure they enjoyed it!) The book I use is by Marie-

Helene Delval, Psalms for Young Children.

Before David was a king, he was a boy who helped his family by taking care of the

sheep. 

Place the shepherd’s staff on the underlay. 

While he was out in the fields it was very quiet and he could talk to God.

Sometimes he sang to God. 

Place the harp on the underlay. 

One day Samuel came to the house of Jesse, David’s father, because God had told

Samuel that he would find the person who would become the king there. 

One by one Jesse brought six of his sons to Samuel, but none were the person

Samuel was looking for. Samuel asked, “Are there any more sons?”  

Jesse said, “Yes, there is David, the youngest, who is keeping the sheep.” When

Samuel saw him, he knew at once that David was the person God wanted to be

the next king. 

Place the crown on the underlay. 3
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He took his horn full of oil and poured it over David’s head to make him the new

king. 

This was very confusing, because there was already a king in the land, King Saul.

But Saul had changed. An evil spirit tormented him. Still, David would not begin to

rule until Saul died. 

Saul’s sickness became worse. Someone suggested he needed music to help him

feel better. So David the shepherd boy was brought to play the harp and sign songs

to soothe the king. 

Some of David’s songs can be found in the book of the Psalms. The Psalms is a

collection of 150 songs and poems and prayers written to God. Since they were

written before Jesus was born, they can be found in the first part of your Bible, the

Old Testament. 

Place the book of Psalms from the Bible bookcase on the underlay. 

There are all kinds of feelings in the psalms because people who love God need to

share all their feelings with God. God wants us to talk to him when we have all

kinds of emotions, not just when we’re happy. 

Place the scared card on the underlay. 

Some psalms were written when people were scared.  

Read Psalm 23, Psalm 4, Psalm 46 

(You can find children’s versions of these psalms in Marie-Helene Delval’s book,

Psalms for Young Children, I would read one of these aloud- or let the children read

them aloud. Read more examples if time allows.) 

   

Place the happy card on the underlay. 

Some psalms were written when people were happy.  

Read Psalm 5, Psalm 9, Psalm 103 

Place the angry card on the underlay. 

Some psalms were written when people were angry. 

Read Psalm 109, Psalm 83, Psalm 44 

(These are not included in Delval's book. See my versions of these Psalms below.) 

Place the peaceful card on the underlay. 

Some psalms were written when people were feeling peaceful.  

Read Psalm 1, Psalm 4, Psalm 139 

Place the sad/worried card on the underlay. 

Some psalms were written when people were very sad or worried.  

Read Psalm 88, Psalm 69, Psalm 70 

Place the joyful card on the underlay. 4
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Some psalms were written when people were full of joy. Psalm 47,  

Read Psalm 95, Psalm 108, Psalm 150, Psalm 136 

Place the sorry card on the underlay. 

Some psalms were written when people felt very sorry for what they had done.  

Read Psalm 32, Psalm 51, Psalm 85, Psalm 130, 

God made people to have feelings. God wants us to share our feelings with God,

like David did. 

You can read the psalms-- or you can sing them! 

Wondering Questions 

I wonder what your favorite part is from today’s story about David and the Psalms. 

I wonder what is the most important part. 

I wonder how it feels to you to share your feelings with God. 

I wonder what kind of feelings you share with God most often. 

I wonder how God might feel when we share with God our happy and sad and

angry and peaceful feelings. 

I wonder how sharing all of our feelings with God can help us. 

Adaptations of “Angry” Psalms for children 

(There are no “angry” psalms shared in Delval's book, so I’m including these

adaptations for you to share.) 

Psalm 44 

God, I’ve always heard about how you took care of people and set them free. So

why are we having such a hard time, God? We’re losing the fight with our enemies.

Why do you hide from us? It’s not fair! Please help us, God! 

Psalm 109 

O God, this is not the time for you to be quiet! People want bad things to happen

to me. They want to take my stuff. They say mean things about me and I need you

to stick up for me, God! I’m so upset that I’m falling apart. Embarrass the people

who want to hurt me. Make them feel ashamed of themselves.   
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This story shares how Baby Jesus was dedicated to God in the

temple, as well as how the children in your circle may have been

dedicated to God, so you'll want to adapt this story for your

particular church. 

At First Baptist Greenville, we put a red rose on the baptistery

when a child is born, we sing a song celebrating that child, and

during her/his dedication, we present the family with a small

New Testament for the baby.  

Also included is a wooden baby swaddled in felt (both baby and

felt from a crafts store,) and two doves in a gift box (doves were

found in wedding cake decorating section of a crafts store.) The

wooden figures and the rose were also found in a crafts store.

Notes About Materials

Baby Jesus Is Dedicated

At Christmas we celebrated the good news that God sent Baby Jesus into the

world. 

Place Baby Jesus on the underlay. 

Joseph and Mary celebrated too when Jesus was born, and forty days later it was

time to celebrate again. Back in Jesus’ time, forty days after a mom and dad had

their first boy baby, they took him to the big temple in Jerusalem and dedicated

him to God. Jesus was Mary and Joseph’s first boy, and they wanted to dedicate

him to God too. So off to the Temple they went, Mary and Joseph and little Baby

Jesus.
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Just like all the other Jewish families, they took with them a pair of doves or young

pigeons to give to God as a gift. 

Place pair of birds on the underlay. 

They didn’t know that something special was going to happen that day,

something that had never  happened with other families. 

There was a good man living in Jerusalem who loved God very much. His name

was Simeon, and he was sure that one day God would send someone to change

everything and save the people of Israel. This man’s name was Simeon.  God had

promised Simeon that he would not die until he had seen the Messiah, the

special person God would send. 

Place Simeon, a figure of a person, on the underlay. 

God told Simeon to go to the temple that day. When Mary and Joseph brought

Jesus in, Simeon took Baby Jesus in his arms and knew that this was the Messiah,

the special person God had sent to change everything. As he held Baby Jesus, he

thanked God for him and prayed something like, “God you’ve done it! Now that

I’ve seen him with my own eyes I can be at peace.” 

Mary and Joseph were amazed at what Simeon said. They hardly knew what to

think! 

Then Simeon said to Mary that Jesus would save Israel. He also told her some

strange, sad things. He said that many people would speak out against Jesus. He

told her that what would happen in Jesus’ life would break her heart. 

There was another person in the temple who noticed Jesus too. Her name was

Anna, and she was a very old prophet, 84 years old. 

Place Anna, a figure of a person, on the underlay. 

Anna loved God so much that she never left the Temple. She was so close to God

and God was so close to her that she knew what was important.  She saw Simeon

holding Jesus and she knew how special Jesus was. She gave thanks to God and

then told everyone that Jesus was the one who would change everything. 

What an amazing day at the temple! Jesus was dedicated to God. Now he did the

important work of growing into a little boy and then a young man. 

Did you know that people still go to church to dedicate babies to God? Different

churches do it differently. 

If you are a baby at First Baptist, we do some special things to celebrate your birth.

On the Sunday after a baby is born, we put a red rose on the baptistery and tell

the whole church about the baby in worship. 

Place a rose on the underlay. 

Then the whole congregation sings a song together to celebrate the baby’s birth. 
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Place the song on the underlay and read it to the children.  

When the baby is old enough to come to church, we have a special time in

worship to dedicate the babies to God. A family brings the baby up to Pastor Jim,

and Pastor Jim introduces the family to the church and takes the baby for a walk

around the sanctuary. As he holds the baby and walks, Pastor Jim tells the baby

about how much God loves her, how much our church family loves her, and how

we will show our love to her as we teach her about God and watch her grow. Then

the baby is given a little Bible with her name on it. 

Place a Bible on the underlay. 

Then we pray together, asking God to bless the baby and her family. 

Wondering Questions: 

I wonder what is your favorite part of the dedication of babies at our church. 

I wonder what is your favorite part of the story of Jesus’ dedication to God in the

Temple. 

I wonder what Mary and Joseph thought when Simeon said that their baby Jesus

was the person who would save Israel. I wonder what they thought Jesus might

do. 

I wonder what Mary thought when Simeon told her that what happened to her

son would break her heart. 

I wonder what part of this story is about you. 

I wonder what this story is teaching you about God and what God is like.
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Notes About Materials

Jesus Calls the Disciples

I found all the materials for this story at a crafts store. The boat

was in an inexpensive kit that I had to put together, the money

bag was with the wedding items, and the table (or candelabra)

was with the dollhouse furniture. I used a mix of fake coins (also

at the crafts store) and pennies.

Jesus grew to be a boy and then a man. 

Begin to unroll the underlay. Place Jesus figure on it. 

Jesus knew he would need friends to help him do his work, and one day, he began

to ask them to follow him and help him. 

When Jesus spoke, people listened. 

One day Jesus was talking to people by the lake.  

Place blue felt lake on the underlay. 

So many wanted to hear what he was saying that they kept crowding him near

the water. He saw two boats at the shore.  

Place boat on the lake. 

The fishermen had climbed out of them and were washing their nets in the water.  
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He got into one of the boats and asked Simon Peter the fisherman, to move it out a

little from the shore, so that more people could see and hear him better.  

Move boat out into the lake, near the shore. 

Then he sat down in the boat and began to teach the people. 

When he was finished, he said to Simon Peter, “Go into the deep water and let down

your nets for a catch.” 

Simon Peter said, “Master, we’ve worked all night and we didn’t catch a thing. But if

you say so, I’ll put out the nets.” 

They put out the nets and so many fish filled them that the nets began to break.

They asked the other fishermen to help and they filled both boats with fish. There

were so many fish that the boats nearly sank. 

When Simon Peter saw it, He fell down at Jesus’ knees and said, “Go away from me,

Lord. I’m not good enough to be with you.” 

And Jesus said to him, “Don’t be afraid. For now you’ll be bringing in people instead

of fish.” 

Simon Peter listened to those words, and so did his brother Andrew, and the

fishermen brothers James and John. They brought the boats in to shore and

stepped out. 

Then they left everything and followed Jesus.  

Place four people figures on the underlay for the 4 fishermen disciples. 

Another day, Jesus went out into town and saw a tax collector named Levi, sitting at

his tax booth.  

Place money bag on underlay. 

Nobody liked tax collectors, because everybody knew they got rich from taking too

much money from people. 

Jesus went up to Levi and said, “Come along with me.” 

Levi must have been shocked. 

Levi got up from his booth, left everything, and followed Jesus. 

Place another person figure on the underlay, representing Levi. 

Levi was so happy that he gave a great dinner party for Jesus in his house. A crowd

of tax collectors came and sat down with Jesus and Levi and enjoyed the meal

together. 

Place table on the underlay. 

This made the Pharisees, the religious people, mad. They asked Jesus’s other

disciples, “Why do you all eat and drink with such bad people?” 

Jesus heard and answered them, “Who needs a doctor: the healthy or the sick? I'm

here inviting outsiders, not insiders—I’m inviting them to change their lives, inside

and out.” 

It seems like Jesus spent his whole life inviting people to come along with him and

do his work. Disciples were the ones who said yes. 
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Wondering Questions 

I wonder what your favorite part of today’s story is. 

I wonder how Simon Peter felt when Jesus first asked him to follow him. 

I wonder how Levi the tax collector felt when Jesus first asked him to follow him. 

I wonder why the disciples were willing to leave their ordinary lives and follow him. I

wonder what kind of people Jesus wants to be his disciples. 

I wonder if you know any disciples of Jesus today. 

I wonder if you can be a disciple. I wonder how. 
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Notes About Materials

Jesus Heals a Paralyzed Man

The wooden figures were found at a craft store, along with

the popsicle sticks that made up the roof and the mini-

popsicle sticks that formed the bars for the stretcher. We use

Lincoln Logs for the house.

Add Jesus figure to the underlay. 

Jesus did God's work wherever he went, and his work always brought him close

to people. Often this happened in people's homes. 

Begin to build the house. Review the story about Levi as you build it. 

Maybe you remember one of the stories we enjoyed recently, Jesus asked a tax

collector named Levi, who was also called Matthew, to come along with him to

do his work. Nobody wanted to eat with tax collectors. They were thought of as

bad people, who took too much money for themselves. But Jesus knew that Levi

was one of God's children like anyone else. So when Levi asked him to come to

his home for a party and made Jesus the guest of honor, he was happy to go and

eat with Levi and his tax collector friends. 

Another day, Jesus went to someone else's home. 

Show them the finished house.  

In that time homes had a flat roof on top, and often had stairs to the roof on the

outside of the house. We don't have stairs here, but maybe you can imagine it. 

By that time, people had heard about Jesus. People had told each other stories  
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about the amazing things Jesus said and did. The word was out that God had given

Jesus the power to heal people of their sicknesses. Crowds of people followed Jesus

around, wanting to hear what Jesus had to say and wanting him to heal them.

Sometimes Jesus would have to slip away from the crowds, to be alone so that he

could talk with God. 

Walk Jesus figure into the house. 

But on the day of today's story, Jesus chose to be with the people. He would teach

anyone who would gather at this house. And boy, did people gather. People came

from everywhere, all sorts of people. There were even religious experts there, ready

to see who this Jesus was and what he said. So many people came that they filled

the house up until there was no more room for even one more person. People even

stood outside the door and tried to listen, hoping they could see Jesus when he

came out. 

On that day, there was a certain man who very much wanted to see Jesus, maybe

more than anyone else. 

Add the paralyzed man on a mat to the underlay. 

He was paralyzed, which meant that he couldn't move his legs. He could never

walk, no matter how much he tried. He had to live his life always sitting or laying

down. But in at least one way, the man was very fortunate. 

Add four friends to underlay. 

He had a group of friends, and these friends loved him so much that they wanted to

take him to Jesus, hoping Jesus would heal him. 

They carried him on his mat, and when they saw the house, their hearts sank. 

Move friends and man to the house entrance. 

There were so many people there that it was too crowded to get in. It looked like

they would not be able to see Jesus after all. 

But the friends would not give up. Their friend needed to be healed and they

believed Jesus could do it, so they made a plan. 

They carried their paralyzed friend up the stairs to the roof. 

Move friends and mat to roof. 

They removed some of the roof tiles to make a hole in the roof. Then they used

ropes to lower their paralyzed friend down into the house, in front of Jesus. 

If you want, take away all roof tiles so that children can see. You may want to take

away a wall to, to make seeing easier. Or you could show the scene outside of the

house. Put man on mat at Jesus' feet. 

Jesus saw how much the man and his friends believed. He said to the paralyzed

man, "I tell you, stand up! Get your mat and go home!” 

So the man stood up. He got his mat and went home, thanking and praising God. 

Show man walking. 

Everybody was amazed and left praising God and saying, "We've never seen

anything like that before!" 13



Add a little bit of body textAdd subheading

Wondering Questions 

I wonder what's your favorite part of the story. 

I wonder how the paralyzed man felt when his friends said they would take him to

see Jesus. 

I wonder what Jesus thought when he saw someone make a hole in the roof and

then let a man down through it. 

I wonder how the man felt after he was healed. I wonder how his friend felt. 

I wonder how the religious experts felt after seeing the man healed. 

I wonder what message about friendship God may be telling us in this story. I

wonder how God wants us to help our friends. 

I wonder what message about Jesus God may be telling us in this story. 

If you are working with older children, you may want to let the children think about

what Jesus means when he says to the man, "Friend, your sins are forgiven." You

could use the following adaptation, picking up the script from when you put the

man on the mat at Jesus' feet... 

Jesus saw how much the man and his friends believed. Then he said something

strange to the man. "Friend, your sins are forgiven." 

Jesus knew that the man needed more than to be healed. People back then

thought that the reason that they were paralyzed or sick was because they had

done bad things. That wasn't true, but the man thought it was. He thought his

sickness was a punishment. But even though it wasn't a punishment, we all need

forgiveness us for the bad things we do. 

The religious experts didn't know that Jesus was God's son, so the fact that he

forgave sins made them mad. They said, "Who does this man think he is? Only God

can forgive sins!" 

Jesus knew what they were thinking and asked a strange question, "which is easier:

to tell this paralyzed man that his sins are forgiven or to tell him to get up and

walk?" 

Jesus knew that both were miracles, that his ability to forgive sins was given to him

by God, and so was his ability to heal the man. 

Jesus said that he would prove that he had authority to forgive sins. He said to the

paralyzed man, "I tell you, stand up! Get your mat and go home!” 

So the man stood up. He got his mat and went home, thanking and praising God. 

Show man walking 

Everybody was amazed and left praising God and saying, "We've never seen

anything like that before!" 
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Notes About Materials 

Jesus Visits Martha and Mary

All materials were found at a crafts store. The broom, bucket and pot

were in the dollhouse furniture section.

Add Jesus figure to the underlay. 

As Jesus did his work of being with people, listening to them, teaching, preaching,

and healing their hurts, people told their friends. Soon he had many followers. 

One day he had 72 followers traveling with him, wanting to be close to him as he

did his work. 

Add Martha and Mary to the underlay. 

A woman named Martha invited Jesus and his great group of followers into the

house she shared with her younger sister Mary. 

Martha must have been overwhelmed. Seventy two guests plus the most special

guest of all: JESUS! 

So many guests, she must have thought. 

They’ll need to spread out. The rooms need sweeping. 

Add a broom to the underlay. 

The guests must be thirsty and hungry. There’s so much food and drink to fix! 

We need to go to the well and get plenty of water. 

Add a water bucket to the underlay. 15
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We’d better get cooking! 

Add a pot or plates to the underlay. 

I’ll use my best plates. Is everything polished and clean? 

Martha got busy, trying to make everyone comfortable and do the work that

needed to be done. 

But there was too much to do. Too much! Where was her sister? She should help

me! 

Martha looked in the room where Jesus was teaching, discussing the scriptures

with his followers. 

Add a pillow to the underlay. Put the Jesus figure on it. 

She could hardly believe her eyes. Sitting at Jesus’s feet, in the midst of old men

and young men, all followers of Jesus, was Mary! 

Move Mary to beside the pillow. 

Mary, a girl, was sitting with all the men, listening to Jesus as he discussed holy

things! As if she were a disciple! What was she doing? 

There was so much work to do. Didn’t she know she was supposed to be in the

kitchen, helping her sister? Who did she think would take care of the guests? (Back

then, that was a woman’s job.) 

Martha went to Jesus. 

Move Martha to approach Jesus. 

“Lord,” she said, “don’t you care that my sister has left me to do the work by myself?

Tell her to help me!” 

Jesus looked at Martha and said, “Martha, dear Martha, you are worried and upset

about so many things, but only one thing is really important. Mary has chosen what

is best, and I’ll not take it away from her.” 

Wondering Questions: 

I wonder what you like about this story. What is your favorite part? 

I wonder how Martha felt as she saw all the work to do. 

I wonder how she felt seeing Mary sitting and listening to Jesus. 

I wonder how Mary felt, sitting and listening to Jesus, with all the followers, who

were probably mostly men. 

I wonder how Jesus felt about Mary sitting at his feet, enjoying his teaching. 

Jesus told Martha that she was worried and upset, but only one thing is really

important. I wonder what that one thing is. 

I wonder what message God wants to tell us in this story 
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Notes About Materials

Jesus Gives the Sermon on
the Mount

The wooden figures, the wooden rectangle on which

the Ten Commandments are pasted, and wooden circle

on which an image of a pair of praying hands is pasted,

the larger wooden rectangle, on which is pasted the

image of a door, and the bird were all purchased from a

crafts store. I found a photo of a joyous child online. The

lamp or lantern was purchased from the dollhouse

furniture section of a crafts store, as was the heavy pack.

Place the Jesus figure on the underlay. 

Jesus went through Galilee, teaching in synagogues, telling the good news about

God’s love for people and healing them. Soon he had a huge crowd following him,

too many people to fit in a synagogue or a house. 

Maybe the whole crowd of people could hear him if he taught from a hillside. So he

walked up a hill and sat down. People followed and got ready to listen. Jesus

opened his mouth and began to teach them very important things. 

He told them what it takes to be really happy and blessed by God. 

Place the photo of a joyous child on the underlay. 

He said things like, 

You’re blessed when you’re at the end of your rope, because then you have to

depend completely on God for everything you need. 

You’re blessed when you’ve lost what you love most, because then God can take you

in His arms and comfort you. 
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You’re blessed when you’re really hungry and thirsty for God, because then God can

fill you up. 

You’re blessed when you can show people how to work together instead for fighting

or trying to win. That’s when you discover that you’re really God’s child. 

He told them why we’re here on earth. 

Place the lamp or lantern on the underlay. 

You’re here to be the light of the world. Nobody lights a lamp and then covers it up

with a basket. No, they put it where it lights up the whole house and everybody can

see it. Shine the light God gave you so that others can see it. Give your light to

everyone. 

He told taught them about the commandments. 

Place the commandments on the underlay. 

Follow the commandments, but do more than they ask. The law says not to kill, but

just obeying that law is not enough. Remember that your words can kill too. 

He taught them to be generous. 

Place the pack on the underlay. 

If a soldier makes you carry his pack for a mile, carry it two miles, and keep the next

person from having to do it. 

He taught them how to pray. 

Place the symbol of the praying hands on the underlay. 

When you pray, don’t put on a big show about it. Go somewhere quiet where you

can be just with God, and keep it simple. 

Say something like this: 

Our Father in heaven, help us to honor your name. 

Come and set up your kingdom, so that everyone on earth will obey you, as you are

obeyed in heaven. Give us our food for today. 

Forgive us for doing wrong, as we forgive others. 

Keep us from being tempted and protect us from evil. 

For you are in charge. You can do whatever you want and you are beautiful. 

Amen. 

He taught them not to worry. 

Place the bird on the underlay. 

Don’t worry about your life, having food to eat or something to drink or clothes to

wear. Look at the birds. They don’t rush about gathering up food, yet God takes care

of them. Doesn’t God care more about you than birds? 

He taught them how to behave. 

Place the door on the underlay. 18
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Ask God for what you need. Knock on God’s door and God will answer it.Here’s an  

easy rule for behavior. Ask yourself what you want people to do for you, then go

ahead and do that for them! 

The people listened, on the edge of their seats. 

They heard all these words from Jesus and they were amazed. Nobody had ever

said things like that. It was the best teaching they had ever heard... 

Wondering Questions 

I wonder what part of the sermon is your favorite. 

I wonder what you think about the part where he tells the people how to be happy.

(Read one of those.) I wonder what Jesus meant by that?  

I wonder what Jesus might have meant by saying that we’re the light of the world.

What does it mean to cover your light and not share it? 

I wonder how words kill. 

I wonder if a soldier asked you to carry his load, whether you would want to go an

extra mile. I wonder why Jesus would ask us to do that? 

I wonder about how Jesus taught us to pray. I wonder what parts of a prayer are the

most important. 

I wonder if you worry. I wonder what you think Jesus wanted us to know about

worrying. 

I wonder about asking God for things. I wonder if God gives us everything we ask for.

I wonder why or why not. I wonder what he means about knocking on the door. 

I wonder what the people thought as they walked home from the sermon. 
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Notes About Materials

Jesus Welcomes the Children

The Jesus and children characters come from Godly Play materials

for World Communion Sunday. The broom and the wheelbarrow

were purchased at a crafts store in the dollhouse furniture section.

The baby in the basket are from the story Moses: The Beginning. I

found images for a crowd, Naaman, the stop and go signs, and the

basket of loaves and fish online.

Whenever Jesus came to a town, people wanted to go see him. 

Add Jesus figure 

If their bodies had sicknesses or if their hearts or minds were sick or sad, they

hoped Jesus could heal them. They wanted to watch Jesus heal others and to hear

Jesus’s stories about what is important to God. 

Add crowd 

One day when Jesus came to town, the people were very excited. They put down

their work to go and be near him. 

Add symbols of work- broom, wheelbarrow or bucket. 

Moms and dads wanted their children to see Jesus too. If Jesus would only touch

them, how special that would be for their children! So they brought their children

to the crowd around Jesus. 

Add children figures. 

The disciples were there with Jesus as he spoke to the adults, and they saw

the parents coming with their kids. Before the families could reach Jesus, the  20
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disciples stopped them in their tracks and said, “Jesus doesn’t have time for

children. Don’t you see that he’s talking about important things? His time is too

special to bother with kids.” 

Add stop sign. 

But Jesus knew how important all children are. 

Jesus knew children could think important things and do important things, like

loving and trusting. 

I wonder if he thought of all the stories he’d heard in the temple about children, like

the one about the little girl who was taken from her family in Israel as a slave.  

Add Naaman figure.  

When her master, Naaman, was sick with leprosy, she believed that God’s prophet

Elisha could heal him. She suggested Naaman should go to Israel and see Elisha,

and even though she was just a child, Naaman did what she said and he was

healed. 

I wonder if he thought of Samuel who served God in the temple, even as a little boy.

Add scrolls. 

I wonder if he remembered the way Miriam, the big sister of Moses, followed her

mother’s directions and put Moses in a basket in the river and stayed nearby, when

the pharaoh said all Hebrew boys had to die.  

Add Moses in basket.  

When the princess found him, Miriam bravely suggested the princess take him as

her own and have Miriam’s mother be his nurse. 

I wonder if Jesus thought of the little boy who offered to share his fish and bread

with the hungry crowds who had come to hear him, and with Jesus’ help, there was

enough food to feed thousands.  

Add loaves and fish 

Jesus knew how children think and believe and trust-- how each of you think and

believe and trust. He thought it was the best way to be of all. 

Jesus saw the disciples shooing the children away and stopped talking to the adults

so that he could call the children back.  

Add Go sign.  

He said to his friends, “Leave these children alone. Don’t get between them and me.

These kids are God’s pride and joy. I’ll tell you something true: Unless you have their

trusting kind of faith, you’ll never get inside the gates of the kingdom of God.” Add

children around Jesus figure. 

Wondering Questions: 

I wonder what is your favorite part of this story. 

I wonder what God loves most about you. 

I wonder what God loves about the way you think and believe. 

I wonder what God would like adults to learn from children. 21
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Jesus Meets A Poor Man  
and a Rich Man

At a crafts store I found the wooden figures, the money bags (in

the wedding aisle), the tree (with train set scenery), a wooden

cross, a wooden rectangle to which I pasted a set of eyes printed

off from the internet, fake coins for the money bags, and red fun

foam which I used to make the heart.

While Jesus did his work, healing, preaching, and telling stories, people wanted to

meet him. Even as Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem, where he knew that his life

would be in danger... 

Place cross at the end of the underlay. 

he made time for people. He walked along the road and changed people’s lives. 

Place road, unrolling it on the underlay. 

There were two people he met that were very different. One man was poor and one

was rich. First Jesus met the poor man. 

Place poor man with his empty money bag. 

The man was poor because he was blind. The only way he could have the food he

needed to live was by sitting by the side of the road, begging people for money. The

blind man heard a crowd going by and asked what was happening. The people

around him said that it was Jesus from Nazareth going by. The blind man shouted

out, "Jesus, son of David, please help me!" 

The people told him to be quiet. But he didn’t. He shouted out louder, “Jesus, son of

David, please help me!” 22
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Jesus heard him and stopped walking. Maybe he noticed that even though the man

was blind, he could see what the crowd didn’t know, that he was the son of David,

the Savior! “Bring the man to me.” When they brought him close to Jesus, Jesus said

to the blind man, “What would you like for me to do for you?” 

“I want to see again,” the man said. 

“Go ahead,” Jesus said, “See! Your eyes are healed because of your faith.” 

Place picture of eyes. 

It was true! Right that second, the blind man could see. What did he do? He joined

the crowd praising God and following Jesus. 

Then Jesus met the rich man.  

Place man with full money bags. 

His name was Zacchaeus and he was rich because he was the chief tax collector. As

he collected taxes for the government, he took a lot of people’s money just for

himself. Zacchaeus who was really excited about the chance to see Jesus, but he had

a problem. Zacchaeus was shorter than most people and couldn’t see over their

heads. Nobody wanted to help him get a good look because they knew that he was

the chief tax collector, the cheater of cheaters. Jesus was coming close. Would he

miss his chance? Zacchaeus had an idea. 

Zacchaeus saw a sycamore tree ahead where Jesus was going. 

Place tree on the underlay. 

If he climbed that tree, he’d get a good view of Jesus. But only children climbed

trees. Would he be willing to look silly? Jesus ran ahead and climbed the tree and

waited for Jesus to walk near. When Jesus got to the tree, he stopped! He said,

“Zacchaeus hurry and get down from there. Today is my day to be a guest in your

home.”  

Zacchaeus scrambled down the tree, so thrilled he thought he might burst with

happiness. The crowd wasn’t so happy.  

“Of all people to stay with!” they grumbled. “Why pick such a bad man?” 

Zacchaeus could hardly believe it. Later at his house he said, “Master, I’ll give away

half of my money to the poor—and if I’ve cheated anyone, I’ll pay them four times

more. 

Jesus said, “Today your faith has saved you.” Zacchaeus’s heart was healed because of

his faith! 

Place heart. 

“You are a true part of God’s family. It’s why I’m here, to find people like you who are

lost and bring them back to God’s family where you belong.” 

Wondering questions: 

I wonder what your favorite part of this story is. 

I wonder where you are in this story. I wonder what part of this story is about you? 

I wonder what God is trying to teach us in this story. 

I wonder what this story says about what God is like. 
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The Parable of the Loving Father

At a crafts store I found the wooden figures, the pretend money,

the plastic pig, the wooden heart, the ring (in the party favors

section,) and the candelabra (in the dollhouse furniture section.) I

cut out a coat shape from fabric.

We’ve been talking about things Jesus did after he grew up and began his work.

We’ve heard stories about how he asked people to help him do his work, how he

healed the hurts of peoples’ feelings and their bodies, how he taught people in

homes and on hillsides, how he loved people and spent time with them. Today we

get to hear about something else that Jesus liked to do. Our lesson today is inside

this golden box. 

I wonder what’s inside? 

I remember that we keep parables in golden boxes that look like a present. Maybe

there’s a parable inside, a special story that Jesus told to help us understand

something important. 

You have to be ready to enter a parable. If we listen very hard, maybe the parable

will open up for us and we will learn what Jesus is teaching us. Let’s see what this

parable is about. 

Open the box and spread out the green underlay. 

Place the Jesus figure on the underlay. 

One day when Jesus was teaching, many tax collectors came to listen to him, along

with others that everyone thought were bad people. The religious people started

complaining about it, saying, “That man not only likes being with bad people, he sits 
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down and eats with them!” 

Jesus heard what they said and decided to tell them three stories. This is one of the

parable stories that he told them: 

There once was a man who had two sons. 

Place the figures for the father and the two sons on the underlay. 

The younger son said to him, “Father, I don’t want to wait until you die to get my half

of your things. I’d like for you to give them to me now.” 

So the father divided up all he had in half and gave the younger son his share. 

Place the money on the underlay. 

After a few days, the younger son took his money and went to a country far away,

where he lived it up, wildly wasting it until every last penny was gone and his pockets

were empty. 

If this wasn’t bad enough, the country where the younger son went had a famine, a

terrible time where no one had enough food to eat. Everyone was beginning to

starve. So the younger son couldn’t expect people to share with him. He would have

to find a job, and he found one taking care of the pigs on someone’s farm. 

Place the pig on the underlay. 

As he worked, he looked at the bean pods that the pigs ate and heard his stomach

growl. If only the farmer would let him eat with the pigs. But nobody gave him any

food to eat.  

Suddenly he got an idea. Wait a second, he thought. All the workers who work for my

dad back home have plenty to eat, and here I am, about to starve! I’ll go back to my

dad and I’ll say, “Father, I’ve done such bad things against God and against you. I’m

not good enough to be called your son. Would you treat me like a worker and let me

earn food to eat?” Maybe that will work. 

So he started back home. He was still far, far away when his father saw him. His dad

was so overwhelmed with pity for his son that he ran all the way to him, grabbed

him up in a great big hug, and kissed him. 

Place the heart on the underlay. 

“Father,” the son said, “Father, I’ve done such bad things against God and against you.

I’m not good enough to be called your son. Would you treat me like a worker and let

me earn food to eat?” 

But the father was so happy that he didn’t even answer. “Quick!” he said to his

servants. “Go get the best robe and put it on him! 

Place the robe. 

Put a ring on his finger and shoes on his feet! 

Place the ring. 

Then get things ready for a big feast! We’re going to have as huge a party as we can

muster! Because this boy of mine was dead but now he’s alive! He was lost, but now,

here he is! Found!” 

And so the party started. 25
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Place the candelabra or the silver tray on the underlay. 

But the story isn’t over. 

His older son was out in the field when he heard the music from the party and saw

all the people dancing. As he got closer to the house he asked a worker what was

going on. 

“Your brother is back,” the worker said, “and your father is putting on the biggest

party he can because he’s home again, safe and sound.” 

The older brother was so angry that he wouldn’t even go in the house. His father

heard about it and came out and begged him to come in. 

“You don’t get it,” said the older brother. “All these years I’ve worked like a slave for

you. I’ve never disobeyed you. Not once! Have you ever given me one little get-

together? One small party? No. But this son of yours runs off and wastes all the

money you gave him, and when he comes back you throw a celebration like this?" 

“My dear, dear son,” the father said. “Don’t you know how much I love you? Don’t you

know that everything I have is yours? But we have to dance and be happy, because

your brother was dead, but now he’s alive! He was lost, but now he’s found!” 

Wondering Questions 

I wonder what your favorite part of the story is. 

I wonder what the father thought and felt when he saw his son coming home. 

I wonder how the father is like God? 

I wonder how we’re like the sons. 

Jesus told this story to the religious people who didn’t like seeing him sitting and

talking and eating with people they thought were bad. I wonder what the story was

supposed to teach them? 

Jesus doesn’t finish the story. If you were telling it, what would happen next? 
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